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Background:  Cardiovascular (CV) disease kills more women than men annually, yet coronary artery disease (CAD) is less prevalent in 
women than men. Coronary flow reserve (CFR) is an integrated measure of focal, diffuse and small vessel CAD and myocardial ischemia, 
and identifies pts at risk for CV death.
methods:  Consecutive pts (n=329, 43% women) referred for invasive coronary angiography after stress testing with myocardial perfusion 
positron emission tomography (PET), were followed (median 3.1y) for CV death and heart failure admission. The extent/severity of 
angiographic CAD was estimated using the CAD prognostic index (CADPI), and CFR quantified using PET.
results:  Although women and men were similar in age, use of CV medications, and extent of ischemia/scar on perfusion imaging, women 
had lower pretest clinical scores and rates of prior myocardial infarction/intervention, with lower burden of angiographic CAD by CADPI, 
as compared with men (p<0.001). CFR and CFR-adjusted event rates, however, were not significantly different between women and men. 
Among pts with impaired CFR (<1.6, n=163), men showed higher frequency of severely obstructive CAD (CADPI≥37, 62.9% male), while 
women showed higher frequency of non-obstructive CAD (CADPI≤19, 70.4% female, p=0.002) (Figure).
conclusion:  Although women referred for coronary angiography had significantly lower burden of obstructive epicardial CAD relative to 
men, both women and men manifest similar rates of impaired CFR and adjusted CV events. 
